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Sometimes the seasons of the liturgical year
do not work well with newsletter deadlines!
Having already written about Lent last month,
and not wanting to rush us into resurrection
before we have had some time to dwell in the
shadows, | was perplexed by what | might
write about during this ‘in between’ time. But
then it struck me that the ‘in between’ times
speak to more than just our wait from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Sunday.

CONTENTS:

By the time this newsletter reaches you, | will
have begun my third year as your pastor.
That hardly seems possible to me. And during
this time, we have seen growth in our vibrancy,
> programs and numbers. | am thankful for it all.
But there is also a lingering sense that we

1 "#1'$ ;

468 " () have not yet become what we will be. We are

still ‘in between.’
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% " ()+ A few months ago | read a powerful book
entitled: Ltis
an inspiring statement about what is possible

. %0 "1%& , when people decide that God is not done
with their churches and then dedicate
1 23 4 themselves to work for change. When |
finished it, | knew that there was a message

g
"1 56 2 for Broadway in its short 122 pages, not
1078 & %& because | think we’re dying (certainly not!),
: o # 0 4 but because | think we have some unrealized
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potential. And so, believing that God is not
#1" done with our church, | am proposing a book

Beginning on Wednesday, April 2, from
7-9 pm | will host a five week study at the
parsonage (April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30). Using
this book as a catalyst, we will talk about
how Broadway Church does or does not
choose: Life over Death; Community
over Isolation; Fun over Drudgery; Bold
over Mild; Frontier over Fortre ss; and
Now rather than Later.

The books have already been ordered. The
Board of Stewards has committed to
reading it. There is a new parsonage with
enough room for a group to study, pray,
laugh and eat together. “Church Alive!”
may even be the theme of our Fall 2008
retreat. All we need now is you, full of your
questions and hopes and dreams for what
our dear church may yet be.

#%& % 8 study called, “Church Alive!”
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JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK, MARCH 16-23
3 1 (See next page for details
;3 *
12 < UCC SYNOD SPEECHES SERIES
Join us after church (during supper) on Sundays, MARCH 2 & 9 for the last of our 4-part
series, DVD presentations featuring speeches given by:
23 <

Hear their stories and listen to their
challenge about the UCC’s mission
in the world. These evenings will be
hosted by Broadway member and
Union Seminary student Beth Boisvert.

BARACK OBAMA
< March 2

is on the back cover LYNN REDGRAVE

March 9 >




Once again on Palm Sunday, the Gospel story of
Christ's passion and death will be recounted. Two
years ago the Broadway Choir and soloists presented a
musical setting of the passion according to St. Mark
written by English composer Charles Wood. This year
we have chosen a very similar work by another English
composer who is the father of two rather better-known
sons. The musical career and contributions of William
S. Lloyd Webber (1914-1982) are only recently becoming
as recognized as those of his sons, cellist Julian and
musical theater superstar Andrew Lloyd Webber.

William Lloyd Webber's The Saviour: A Meditation
upon the Death of Christ is scored for tenor and bass
soloists, choir and organ. The text was “selected and
written by” hymn writer Bryn A. Rees (1911-1983), and
gives the whole Passion narrative set for the most part
in verse, with three hymns for the congregation to sing.
Like the Charles Wood Passion, it was written with an
original organ accompaniment and has the same
through-composed aspect with a lack of discreet move-
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PALM SUNDAY Service — March 16, 5:00 pm, with
special musical offeririgsee article above)

MAUNDY THURSDAY Service — March 20, 7:30 pm
(with Advent Lutheran; hosted by Broadway Church)

GOOD FRIDAY Midday Service — March 21, Noon
(with Advent Lutheran Church)

GOOD FRIDAY Tenebrae Service — March 21, 7:30 pm
(with Advent Lutheran)

EASTER SUNDAY Service — March 23, 5:00 pm
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ments. It is harmonically very conservative, melodically
very pleasing, and overall very efficient of means.
— Douglas O. Drake, Director of Music

The following is quoted from William Lloyd Webber's
official website (www.WilliamLloydWebber.com):

“William Lloyd Webber was born into a poor London
family in 1914. The son of a self-employed plumber, he
was fortunate, from a musical point of view, that his
father was a keen organ ‘buff’ who spent what little spare
money he had traveling to hear various organs in and
around the capital. Often he would take his son with him,
and before long, young William started to play the organ
himself and developed an interest that bordered on the
obsessional.

“By the age of 14, William Lloyd Webber had already
become a well-known organ recitalist, giving frequent
performances at many important churches and
cathedrals throughout Great Britain. He won an organ
scholarship to Mercer's School, later winning a further
scholarship to study at the Royal College of Music,
where he studied composition with Ralph Vaughan
Williams and gained his FRCO diploma at nineteen.
“Parallel to his activities as an organist, he began to
compose, and several interesting works date from this early
period including the Fantasy Trio of 1936. Although the
Second World War interrupted his composition (he was
organist and choirmaster at London’s All Saints, Margaret
Street throughout the war), its ending marked the beginning
of Lloyd Webber's most prolific years as a composer.
During the war he had married Jean Hermione Johnstone,
a violinist and pianist. They had two sons: Andrew (b.1948)
and Julian (b.1951).

“From 1945 to the mid-1950s William Lloyd Webber
wrote music in many different forms: vocal and
instrumental, choral and organ, chamber and orchestral.
Works from this period include the oratorio St. Francis of
Assisi, the orchestral tone poem Aurora, the Sonatinas
for viola and piano and flute and piano, and numerous
songs, organ pieces and choral works. But Lloyd
Webber’s roots were firmly embedded in the romanticism
of such composers as Rachmaninov, Sibelius and Franck,
and he became increasingly convinced that his own music
was ‘out of step’ with the prevailing climate of the time.
Rather than compromise his style, he turned to the
academic side of British musical life—teaching at the Royal
College of Music and, in 1964, accepting the Directorship of
the London College of Music. Disillusioned with
composition, he wrote virtually nothing for the next 20
years—until shortly before his death, when a sudden
flowering of creativity produced among a number of
works the mass Missa Sanctae Mariae Magdalenae.



“William Lloyd Webber was by nature a shy and with-
drawn character. He had an avowed dislike of self-
promotion and, rightly or wrongly, found the ‘cut and
thrust’ approach apparently necessary for the further-
ance of a composer’s career a complete anathema to
him. He had no time for the trappings of verbosity. He
was a man who wasted few words and, in his music,
equally few notes. ‘Why,” he would ask his pupils,
‘write six pages when six bars will do?’

“The possessor of a remarkable melodic gift which he
frequently allied with surprisingly ‘purple’ harmonies,
Lloyd Webber was a composer who knew exactly
what he wanted to say and how to say it. When
Aurora was recorded for Philips in 1986 by Lorin
Maazel and the London Philharmonic Orchestra, it
was a revelation. Edward Greenfield of the Guardian
called it ‘skillfully and sumptuously scored ... music
as sensuous as any you will find from a British
composer.” Yet his music has remained virtually o . . 7

. . . Musicians: Nelson Lee, violin; Meg Freivogel, violin;
undiscovered until recently when works that have lain Liz Freivogel, viola; Daniel McDonough, cello.

unpublished and unperformed for many years have For more information, see: www.JupiterQuartet.com
gradually come to light.

This season, the Boston-based quartet begins a pres-
tigious three-year residency at the Lincoln Center
Chamber Music Society Two. They have been lauded for
their “energetic firmness and fine nuance” by the New
York Times and have quickly defined themselves as one
of the finest, most exuberant quartets in the country.

MUSIC MONDAYS concerts are FREE* and jointly spon-

“Today in an age when the musical world is perhaps sored with Advent Lutheran Church. They are held in the
readier to accept new compositions in many different church sanctuary from 7:30 - 9:00 pm, followed by a
styles, we can listen to William Lloyd Webber's music reception to meet the musicians. A complete listing of the
as if for the first time.” Indeed, Palm Sunday most MM concert series can be found in the Events section

likely will be the first time that any of you have heard

_ ; of Broadway UCC's website: www.BwayUCC.org.
his choral work The Saviour.

* Donations are appreciated and used to help finance the series.

Last spring, a Staten Island-based organization, Growing
Minds, Safe Haven (GMSH), received a grant from
Broadway Church through our Mission Committee’s Social
Justice and Outreach Fund. GMSH offers under-privileged
children of that community various counseling services,
recreational opportunities, and social programs that
emphasize educational and cultural enrichment.

Broadway’s grant specifically went to their children’s music
program, which held a Thanksgiving celebration and
performance last November. Walter Manley, co-chair of
Broadway’s Mission Committee (and Vice President of our
Board) was able to attend and enjoy the festivities.

At the event, some of the children performed African
dances, while others accompanied them on African
instruments. Decked-out in colorful ethnic costumes, the
children (and the audience!) were clearly enriched by this
program. The Rev. Annie Martin, GMSH’s Director, deeply
appreciates the support that Broadway Church and the
Mission Committee have given and, on behalf of all the
children in the music program, says, “Thank you!”

including their Director, the Rev. Annie Martin (center).
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(We’'d love to include YOUR News &
Pictures! Just call 212-316-5700.)

!
by Betsy Harris

Last year, Broadway member Annie Martin generously
took on as a personal project the sending of birthday
cards to church members and friends on behalf of the
church family.

Now, ANITHA UBILES (upper right), an inmate at Albion
Correctional Facility (in Albion, NY) and for many years
my Prayer Partner, is designing and creating the cards
that Annie is mailing out. Broadway Church’s purchase of
these cards from Anitha provides her with a bit of
financial support, as well as encouragement to continue
her artistic pursuits.

Anitha, whose lovely smile is seen in the accompanying
picture here, is the mother of seven children, with whom
she stays in constant touch. She has accomplished many
goals while incarcerated. Earning her GED is one
achievement that brings her particular pride. She also
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3 Doe'Rain Deanne 24 Betsy Harris

7 Danielle Gibsman 25 Robin Frye

7 LaRae Mitchell 26 Tina deVaron

11 Kyle Carnes 28 Jordan Raccah ('96)
18 Eunice de Sanchez 31 Rocky Marziano

22 Connie Benson 31 Jim Stokes-Buckles

22 Aaron Glover ('06)

Coming up in early April: Apr. 1, Marjorie Long; Apr. 2,
Brian Peterson; Apr. 5, Steven Hornsby; Apr. 10, Beth
Boisvert; Apr. 10, Deborah De Simone

Congratulations and best wishes to all!

If we missed anyone’s birthday, please inform the BUCC
office at 212-316-5700 or office@bwayucc.org

MEET THE ARTIST OF OUR BIRTHDAY CARDS:
ANITHA UBILES, inmate at Albion Correctional Facility,
born-again Christian, and long-time Prayer Partner of
Betsy Harris, the co-chair of our Mission Committee.

worked in the library of the Bedford Hills Correctional
Institution (where she was located prior to Albion) and
has earned certificates in both cooking and baking.
Over the past eight years, Anitha has also taught in
the Alternative Violence Program (AVP), working with
many different groups. At present, she is an adminis-
trative clerk for the Protestant community at Albion.

Anitha describes herself as a “born-again Christian,”
who was baptized on November 30 and now is
celebrating her new birth. She is extremely grateful for
the support that she receives from Broadway Church, as
well as her home church, Bethlehem Revival Temple in
Niagara Falls.

And we thank you, Anitha, for your beautiful artwork!

- #

2.3 million Number of inmates in American prisons, a
population larger than that of Houston

$4.3 billion Annual amount spent to build the prison
infrastructure

$2 billion Amount paid to for-profit companies to
operate private prisons each year

1 million Number of meals served by Aramark
Correctional Services to inmates each day
in 1,500 private and government-operated
facilities

Profit margin for companies running
detention facilities for deportable aliens

Source: Prism (January/February)

20 percent



by Julie McCoy

As many of you know, every year | fly out to Park City,
Utah, to volunteer at the Sundance Film Festival. I've done
so since 2002, and it has become practically a second
home and career, albeit at two week intervals annually. |
thought | might share some of this year's experiences.

I work at the largest theater there, which seats 1200 people.
It is home to some of the biggest premieres. Because of
this, | routinely have to manage large crowds of people who
are hoping to get in to see a sold-out movie. This year, |
had upwards of 400 people at a time waiting in a snowy
parking lot to see films that were due to come out in
February. Telling so many people that they won't get in to
see a movie is sometimes a trying experience, but honestly,
that's how | gained most of my patience and learned to not
be nervous in front of total strangers.

There were three films | saw that are worth keeping an eye
out for. One is a Russian film, Mermaid, which is like a
grittier Amelie, about a Russian girl who moves with her
family to Moscow from a seaside village. | also saw an
excellent German film, The Wave, which is about a social
studies teacher assigned to teach a class about autocracy.
When his students are bored - "yeah, yeah, we know, the
Nazis were bad" - he forms them into a fascist unit that
swiftly grows beyond his control. My favorite film, however,
is a documentary called 1.O.U.S.A, which is about our
national debt. It is very informative and features our current
Comptroller General, who last year went on a 26-city tour
across the nation to raise awareness about the debt.

| sometimes wonder why | make the effort to return every
year, especially when 1 find myself standing in the cold,
dealing with rude or pushy people, and wondering if | will be
able to see any films myself. Then sometimes | feel a little
guilty, since | usually stay in a nice ski condo, there is free
public transportation, and when | do get to see movies,
they're free.

I don't know if | can say it succinctly, but what prompted me
to share this experience with my church is the sense of
being in a small, artistically minded community that is
rooted in places all around the world. Films from Brazil,
Mexico, Jordan, Iran, and many other nations arrive at the
festival with unique viewpoints, not just on the topics of their
respective nations, but on the human condition itself.
Beneath the glamour and the hype is a sizable operation
that brings in and mixes together filmmakers from around
the world, seeding their ideas and talking about the
experiences they want to portray in their work.

Many of these films will never again be seen in the US, and
I make an effort to see them. Yes, it's fun to see the big new
films with the latest stars, but since those films will be
available after the festival, | feel like I'm cheating myself out
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HEARTFELT THANKS
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Thanks for all your concerns, gifts, and support
as my family copes with the loss of my brother,

Gladson, in Malawi. Annie

Stephanie Hughes and Matthew Varnon have just
announced that they are ENGAGED! Stephanie
has been Broadway Church’s Children’s Education
Coordinator for the past year and a half, while
working towards her M.Div. at Union Theological
Seminary. Matt, our Sunday Sexton and a public
school teacher, moved to New York last September
to be closer to Stephanie. They plan a wedding next
year, perhaps in the summer.
CONGRATULATIONS!

of valuable time when | see them. Instead, | see short
films, documentaries, and foreign films. Sometimes, | run
into the filmmakers on the bus, on the street, or at a
party, and can tell them how much | enjoyed their work.

It's a personal way to experience a global connection,
and | think that is one of the reasons | continue to work
out there. Till next year, Julie
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In everything by prayer and supplication with thasgiving let your requests be made known to God
— Philippians 4:6

PEACE AND COMFORT FOR ALL THOSE WHO
MOURN THE LOSS OF...

Gladson Kampenya; we keep Annie Martin (his sister), Olita
(his mother), and their whole family close in our hearts

Francisco Paul Foti

The Rev. Candida Felicé Flores

Jennifer Rose Miller, and particularly her grieving fiance

The father of Todd Monroe and Godofredo, the brother of
Pedro Pérez; we continue to keep Pedro, Todd, and
both their families in our hearts

Those killed in Kirkwood, MO, and the 5 students killed at
Northern lllinois University

Our troops killed in Iraq and all victims of war and conflict
around the world

And for ALL who mourn the loss of loved ones

PRAYERS of HOPE & HEALING for...

Angela, and her mother Brenda

Anne Croly, having serious trouble with her eyes

Annie Martin, recovering from recent foot surgery

Art Caliandro

Ben Chinelli, who was recently wounded in Iraqg, and for all
his friends and family

Caitlin, going into the hospital again for surgery, and for all
those who love and care for her

David, Pastor Campbell’s brother, facing back surgery

The mother of Diana, in Hospice, and for Diana and all who
love and care for her

Elijah Smith’s ongoing health issues

Hailey Eimer and all who love her

Ida Mottley’s continued healing

Jan Greer, suffering from a brain tumor

Jeanie, recovering from surgery in Florida

Jordan Foor, born recently, but being kept in the hospital

Joyce, Jean Balderston’s sister — prayers for her continued
healing and for the many kinds of healing we all receive

Leia Parker undergoing back surgery

Dr. Len Brennan and his wife, Helen Cleary, as they face
Len’s ongoing memory loss

Laurie, and for her inner peace and strength

Luis Jara, the father of staff member Laura, as he
struggles with cancer, and for all his family

Pedro Pérez, recovering from knee surgery

Rosetta Marie Gibson’s mother, as she continues the long
road of recovery from cancer

Samson Adera, hospitalized upstate

Sohaib Qureshi, Hussan’s teenage son, who continues a
slow recovery from a severe head injury, and for his
whole family

Steven Hornsby's father, Joseph, as he continues
chemotherapy, and for all his family and friends

Urva Kissa, Rocky’s close friend, recovering from a broken
hip and shoulder

All who wrestle with pain, illness, and depression
HELP & STRENGTH for...

Aisha Allen, as she makes a new life in New Orleans

Alex Roberson, entering rehab

Bill, a friend of Rosetta’s, who recently lost his job

Fredda, struggling at work and with depression

The Furey Family

Johnathan -- may opportunities open up for him soon

Maria — may she better know God’s grace, beauty and hope

Ronald Buchanan in rehab

The Thomas Family, who are missionaries running a
school in India  an ongoing challenge

All those struggling with addiction

All who are struggling to find a safe, affordable home.

All who face struggles at school or at their jobs

All who struggle against poverty or personal tragedy

The earth itself and all her inhabitants, as they grow in their
resolve to achieve a more sustainable way of life

SAFETY & PEACE for...

Connie Conklin, at the NY Congregational Home

Kevin Smith, serving in Irag, and all who love him

Our US troops in the Mideast and around the world

The Iragi people and leaders, as well as prayers for an
end to the war in Iraq

All people in troubled parts of the world, and prayers that their
leaders will work towards (and find!) solutions that lead to
a just and lasting peace

PRAYERS of THANKSGIVING for...

The healthy birth of Matt Varnon’s niece (born to his
brother, Andrew) — blessings on the new family!

The 20-year anniversary of John Schwartz and Steve
Harper’s relationship

The one-year anniversary of Justin and Matthew

The birth of Krista Beiler, daughter of Beth Boisvert's cousin

The 102™ birthday of Sara (thanksgiving for her life!)

For all the love, comfort, and support given to Annie Martin

For all the prayers for Jean Balderston’s sister, Joyce,

Fredda, Susan, Tina, Tobie, Helene, Don, DJ, Elaine, Pat,
Linda, Latitia, Broadway & Advent Churches, and ALL
“support angels”

Our church, the ministry of Advent Lutheran (our sister
congregation), and all churches worldwide...

AND GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S LOVE, STRENGTH,
AND COMFORTING PRESENCE — ALWAYS WITH US!

God speaks in the silence of the heart. Listening the beginning of prayer.
— Mother Teresa



APRIL’s Book, >>
The Color of Water

1 NEW FOHNN TIMES DESTSELLER

Fha Cdior off Piaaar | nall | maker g
preadiin b o ety ol ik et
Mombll

MARCH'’s Book
is below

T g
Thr Sorn Bevh i e St

JdameEs McEBRrRiDE

In relating to Muslims and Jews, three Christian
disciplines are necessary: confession, baptism and
hospitality, says Lee Camp. It is important to confess our
own sins as Christians (not the sins of others), in particular
the sins we have committed against these other religions.
As a backdrop to inter-religious dialogue, the church needs
to recover a non-Constantinian understanding of baptism
— the realization that we are baptized into a community
that transcends race, nationality or gender, a community
committed to Jesus' way of peace and reconciliation. And
with the gift of hospitality we can share who we are with
strangers, while being open to the blessings that others
have to give to us.
(Restoration Quarterly, volume 49)

= (3HO# 1%

+

by Rosetta Marie Gibson, Club Leader

Join us on the first Monday of every month for the
Broadway Book Club! Our next meeting will be on,
MARCH 3" at 6:30 pm downstairs in the Undercroft. A
light supper will be served* and ALL are invited!

Beforehand, please read the novel of the month:
Jesus Land by Julia Scheeres. (For info on this book,
see below.**)

APRIL’'s SELECTION : The book to be discussed on
Monday, APRIL 7" (for those who want to get started
reading it!) will be a gripping memoir by James McBride,
THE COLOR OF WATER — A Black Man'’s Tribute to
His White Mother.”

McBride was an adult before he discovered the truth
about his mother: born in Poland, the daughter of a
failed itinerant Orthodox rabbi raised in rural Virginia,
she had run away from a very abusive home to
Harlem. In Harlem she completely metamorphosed
leaving her past behind like an insect’s cocoon. She
married two good Christian men (one after the first one
dies), both of whom were black, and founded an all-
black Baptist church in her living room in Red Hook
while birthing & raising literally a dozen children. When
James asked his mother as a child what color God
was, she said, "God is the color of water."

| fell in love with this story immediately when | first read
it almost a decade ago. In some ways it mirrored my
own family, but in many ways it was also so alien. If |
had to be raised by some other family | would gladly
choose McBride’s.

In this remarkable memoir McBride describes brilliantly
how a family with so little (money) could do so much
(every child went to college and in most cases
graduate school, producing doctors, chemists and
teachers). He mixes his mother's story (in her own
words) with a powerful portrait of his own. This book is
a meditation on race and identity, and a poignant,
beautifully crafted hymn from a son to his mother.

HOT TIP: Check out www.half.com for cheap books!

For more info or to recommend a book, contact the
BUCC office: 212-316-5700, ext.10 (office@bwayucc.org).

* Feel free to bring food or drink to share. Cash contributions
are also welcomed and used to support the Club’s suppers.

** NOTE: You can find a short review of March'’s book,
Jesus Land, on the flyer on the back table in the sanctuary
or in Broadway'’s February newsletter, available on our website:
www.BwayUCC.org.
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Sun., Mar. 2, 6:30 pm —
Mon., Mar. 3, 6:30 pm —
“ ‘%, 6:30 pm—
Tue., Mar. 4, 6:00 pm —
Wed., Mar. 5, 6:30 pm —
Sat., Mar. 8 —
Sun., Mar. 9, 6:30 pm —
Mon., Mar. 10, 7:30pm —
Fri., Mar. 14, 5:00 pm —
Sun., Mar. 16, 5:00 pm —
%" 6:00 pm—
Mon., Mar. 17, 6:30 pm —

Thu., Mar. 20, 7:30 pm —

Fri., Mar. 21, Noon —
“ w W 7:30 pm—

Sun., Mar. 23, 5:00 pm —
Mon., Mar. 24 —

Tues., Mar. 25, 6:30 pm—
Sun., Mar. 30, 5:00 pm —
Tue., Apr. 1, 6:30 pm —
Wed., Apr. 2, 7-9 pm —
Sat., Apr. 5, 4-7 pm --
Mon., Apr. 7, 6:30 pm —

Note: Before going to bed, set clocks ahead 1 hour

Synod Series: Barack Obama’s speech
Broadway Book Club (read in advance: Jesus Land)
Camp Jefferson Board Meeting
Trust Committee
Mission Committee
(Spring Forward!)
Synod Series: Lynn Redgrave’s speech
Music Mondays concert; Jupiter String Quartet
(* April Newsletter deadline)
worship service, with special music
Word of Life Sharing Group
Board of Stewards Meeting
(joint service with Advent Lutheran,
hosted by Broadway Church)
service (with Advent)
Tenebrae Service (with Advent)
worship service
[Church Office CLOSED — Easter holiday]
Worship Committee
Kyle Carnes preaching
Mission Committee
"Church Alive!" study group at the parsonage
Open House at the new Parsonage
Broadway Book Club (read in advance: The Color of Water)

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey — you’re welcome here

BROADWAY
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

2504 Broadway at 93rd St.

New York, New York 10025



