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On January 27, 2008, Joseph Medlin was
ordained in our regular Sunday worship
service. It was an inspiring and uplifting
affirmation that God calls us all to lives of
loving service.

| was honored to be asked to give Joseph a
“charge” as he sets out in ministry. And here
is part of what | said to him: “Jesus sent out
his disciples and said: 'Heal the sick, raise
the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,
drive out demons. “Freely you have

received, freely give.” Today we have heard
a great deal about you freely giving of

Lent comes very early this year. We barely

yourself to others, Joseph. And so you should
and so you will. But | also charge you to
freely receive. Be open to the Spirit in those
people you will be called to serve. When they
love and support you, receive it. When they
pay you a compliment, don’t dismiss it.

have time to catch our breath after the rush
of Christmas before we enter this time of
ashes. And just like we gave gifts at
Christmas, many of us will “give something
up” for Lent. A Lenten sacrifice is a very old
Christian tradition whose merits are time

When they have a different take on the faith, tested. But if we're not careful, this ritual
be open and hear them out. You might learn can become an empty ascetic practice,
something surprising. Freely give, Joseph... leaving us dry, unless we also expect to
and freely receive. Give and receive, receive receive.

and give, back and forth, over and over, like

cleansing waters...” Receiving, like giving, is a holy thing — a

spiritual discipline. So let me suggest that
we think of Lent not so much as a time to
“give something up” but more as a time to
“make room” in our lives for the inevitable
tide of God'’s grace, taking out to sea those
things that weigh us down and bringing in
their place the things that set us free:
forgiveness, reconciliation, peace, insight,
understanding...and at the last, resurrection.

Like Joseph, | think most of us have been
programmed to give. We see it as part of our
Christian discipleship to be open and
generous and loving. But are we also
programmed to receive? Do we also look at
the gifts in our lives as part of our spiritual
discipline? Is there anything holy about
receiving?

and General Minister, will preach at Broadway Church Sunday, February 3 , during our regular
5:00 pm worship service. (Based on Matthew 17:1-9, the title of his message will be, “Get Up

and Do Not Be Afraid ") Pastor Elise Brown of our sister
congregation, Advent Lutheran, which shares the church building
with us, will join in leading our celebration of the sacrament of Holy
Communion, along with President Thomas and Broadway’s Pastor
James Campbell. The worship service will be followed by a festive
reception downstairs (which will take the place of our usual Sunday
Supper). ALL ARE INVITED.

* Note: If the Super Bowl is part of your plans for the evening, don't
worry — you'll be home shortly after kick-off!
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A ramped-up sSmear campaign
against  the UCC's largest
congregation and U.S. Sen. Barack
Obama's home church — Trinity UCC in Chicago —
has raised the ire of the Rev. John H. Thomas, the
UCC's general minister and president, who called the
e-mail-driven claims "absurd, mean-spirited and
politically motivated."

Obama, who is seeking the Democratic nomination for
president, has been a member of Trinity UCC for 20
years. Since Obama won the lowa caucuses on Jan. 3,
a flurry of e-mail messages with identical language and
sentiment began circulating across the internet,
claiming that Trinity UCC was a "racist" congregation
because of its long-stated church motto: "Unashamedly
Black, Unapologetically Christian."

"Our national offices in Cleveland, as well as other
settings of the UCC, have been forwarded countless e-
mails that obviously derive from a similar source,”
Thomas said. "They contain misleading statements
obviously meant to undermine the integrity of one of
our most vibrant, mission-driven congregations."

Thomas said, while it's not his intent to come to the aid
of Obama or any presidential candidate, he does feel
it's imperative that "absurd, mean-spirited and
politically-motivated attacks against one of our UCC
churches be challenged forthrightly."

"Trinity UCC is rooted in and proud of its Afrocentric
heritage," Thomas said. "This is no different than the
hundreds of UCC churches from the German
Evangelical and Reformed stream that continue to own
and celebrate their German heritage, insisting on
annual sausage and sauerkraut dinners and singing
Stille Nacht on Christmas Eve. Recognizing and
celebrating our distinctive racial-ethnic heritages,
cultures, languages and customs are what make us
unique as a united and uniting denomination.”

While Trinity UCC is predominately African American, it
does include and welcome non-Black members. The Rev.
Jane Fisler-Hoffman, lllinois Conference Minister, who is
white, has been a member of the congregation for years.

The circulating e-mails are written to appear as if they
are coming from a groundswell of persons, with

(continued on page 5)
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There will be 2 joint Broadway UCC -Advent Lutheran
ASH WEDENSDAY SERVICES (FEB. 6)
at Noon and 7:30 PM.

SPECIAL MUSIC for ASH WEDNESDAY

At the evening service (7:30 pm), the choirs of Broadway
and Advent churches will combine to present Samuel
Barber’'s Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God”). This piece, which
was arranged by the composer in 1967 for eight-part
chorus, is better known as the Adagio for Strings, which
is itself a transcription by Barber (1910-1981) of the
second movement of his String Quartet No. 1, Opus 11,
composed in 1936. The Adagio for Strings was given its
first performance in a radio broadcast by Arturo
Toscanini and the NBC Symphony Orchestra on Nov. 5,
1938, here in New York. It quickly became Barber's most
popular work. Douglas Drake, Director of Music

Called "astonishing and entrancing”" by Billboard, and
"brilliant” by the New York Times, So Percussion* will
play a special program exploring the music and
influence of mind-bender John Cage, whose music is
chance-controlled and inspired by Indian philosophy
and Zen Buddhism. A piece by band member Jason
Treuting will also be featured. For more info, see:
www.SoPercussion.com ( * Josh Quillen, Adam Sliwinski,
Jason Treuting, and Lawson White are the musicians.)

The Music Mondays concerts are FREE (but donations
are greatly appreciated) and jointly sponsored with Advent
Lutheran Church. They are held in the church sanctuary
from 7:30-9:00 PM, followed by a reception to meet the
musicians. A complete listing of the MM concert series
can be found in the Events section of Broadway UCC's
website: www.BwayUCC.org.
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During the week of January 12", 20 members, friends,
and staff of Broadway UCC traveled to New Orleans
together for Broadway’s first mission trip in ten years!
We worked with Habitat for Humanity, but we also got
to see and enjoy the city, the people, and the culture.
From swamp tours to conversations with the
homeowner and his family — whose house we helped
build — we learned and gained much from the people
and city of New Orleans.

We began our week by worshipping at the combined
St. Matthew — Central UCC church in a neighborhood
that had suffered primarily only wind damage. After
Hurricane Katrina, Central UCC began worshipping
with St. Matthew UCC because of the water damage to
Central’'s church building. The two congregations have
just signed a two-year commitment to continue with
their partnership, hoping to continue the strength and
growth they provide for one another. Our time after
worship with the people of these (this) congregation(s),
gave us our first glimpse of the strength, spirit, and
hospitality of the people of New Orleans.

After church we took a tour around the greater New
Orleans area to see the still-damaged areas of the city
and to hear at least one story of how and why the
destruction came to be so devastating. It became clear
that through everything else, the political will to restore
and protect New Orleans and the surrounding Bayou
Country is the greatest element lacking. We were told
by some that if it weren't for Habitat and other volunteer
organizations, the city would have still looked like it did
right after the storms.

Even in light of all that we saw, the people we met, the
food we ate, and the hospitality we received, the aspect
of this trip that moves me the most (the thing that
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Back row, left to right : Eric Fazioli, Diane
Foster, Kyle Carnes (BUCC Mission Program
Coordinator), Michael Goldring, Ken Brookes,
and Marcos Martins.

Middle row : Two women from Habitat for
Humanity (Sara and Hannah), Donna Jeffrey,
Doug Drake (BUCC Music Director), Mary Beth
Walker, Brandon Woodie, and Tim Walsh.
Kneeling row: Reed McGowan (with his
movie camera, documenting the whole trip!),
Betsy Harris, Susan Switzer, Susan Brillhart,
Wade Mitchel, and Mariam Touba.

Front row: Beth Boisvert, Justin Ward, and
Gay Brookes (BUCC President).

always moves me most about these trips) is the community
that was formed between the 20 of us who traveled together.
We were seemingly immediately interested in one another
and became quick friends. Our music director, Doug Drake,
is a funny and fun-loving guy that we learned about in a new
way on this trip. Our church president, Gay Brookes, is
dangerous with the chop saw and quite proficient with a
hammer. New church member Justin Ward learned how to
hammer a nail and Betsy Harris worked on building her
character as the rest of us worked on building a house.

But it is not only these things that we learned about
ourselves and one another; mission trips provide the
opportunity for us to be the church in a way that is entirely
different from Sunday worship services. I'm convinced that
what we learn on mission trips has much to teach us about
how we do church every week. Not only for Sunday worship
but specifically in expanding our church life to other days of
the week and other areas of our hearts. This involves finding
opportunities and activities that engage the congregation so
that we might become a community of believers that have
relationships with one another that grow and mature. It took
this trip for some of our regular church goers to find out that
others on the trip attended regularly as well. Even as we are
open and welcome all to our church every week, this trip
reminded me that we can still do more. There is more that
we can give and there is more that we can ask of ourselves,
and in doing so, we shall receive more.

We hope that you will join us on February 17 ™ for Mission
Trip Sunday when we will tell you more about the trip, what
we learned, what we experienced, and ask the question what
should we do now? There is much that we are excited to
share!

Blessings to you all, Kyle
MANY THANKS to Kyle Carnes, Broadway's Mission

Program Coordinator, who worked so hard to organize this
wonderful mission trip!
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

February 3% s Transfiguration Sunday, and it was on
this same Sunday in 2000 when Broadway Church left
its almost 16-year "temporary" residence at St.
Michael's Episcopal Church and marched in procession
down Broadway from 99th St. to Advent Lutheran
Church at 93rd St. where we were about to begin
sharing this space. As we marched, carrying symbols
of our history and our faith, behind a New Orleans-style
jazz band, Advent members were there on the steps of
the church to welcome us, and we walked into the
sanctuary to worship together, as the band played, "Oh,
When the Saints Go Marching in..." So Transfiguration
Sunday this year now marks our 8th anniversary in this
location! (Thanks to Dick Adams for this history lesson.)

A BIT OF HUMOR
FROM OUR PAST

The Rev. Allan Knight Chalmers,
Broadway Church’s Sixth Pastor
(1930-1947), apparently was quite
the wit. He once said:

“If a church is only split two ways, modernism and
fundamentalism, then that is a Presbyterian church. If it
is split three ways - high, low and broad - it is
Episcopalian. But if you find one hundred people in a
church and there are one hundred and one different
opinions, that is a Congregational* church!”

[ * Now part of our UCC denomination.]

MARCH'’s Book >>

FEBRUARY'’s
Book is below
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starts Monday,
FEBRUARY 4th

Join us the first Monday of every month, at 6:30pm in
the Undercroft starting on Monday, February 4.
Refreshments will be served and ALL ARE
WELCOME!

Beforehand, please read the first novel we will focus on:
Life of Pi by Yann Martel. (For info on this book, see below.*)

MARCH’s SELECTION : The book to be discussed on
Monday, MARCH 3" (for those who want to get
started reading it!) will be JESUS LAND a riveting
memoir, by Julia Scheeres about the close relationship
between a brother and sister. David, an African
American, was adopted by a family in 1970, when he
and Julia were 3. The story begins with Julia and
David as teenagers who have just moved to rural
Indiana, a landscape of cottonwood trees and trailer
parks — and a racism neither of them is prepared for.
While Julia is white, her close relationship with David,
who is black, makes them both outcasts. It covers their
Calvinist upbringing in Indiana and a stint at a Christian
reform school in the Dominican Republic as teens.

“Jesus Land” is more of an attitude than a geographic
location. The title refers to a world where children are
raised according to a type of fundamentalist Christian
theology in which physical violence is invariably the
remedy for adolescent indiscretions.

Sinners go to: HELL.

Rightchuss go to: HEAVEN.

The end is neer: REPENT.

This here is: JESUS LAND

Julia & David stumble across this sign along the side
of a cornfield which “spells out” the world they are in.

In this achingly confessional memaoir, first-time author
Scheeres takes us with her to a place beyond our
imagining. Surrounded by natural beauty, the Escuela
Caribe is governed by a disciplinary regime that
demands its teens repent for their sins under boot-
camp conditions. Julia and David's determination to
make it through with heart and soul intact is told here
with immediacy, candor, sparkling humor, and not a
note of malice. This is love story of survival.

The organizer of the Broadway Book Club is Broadway
Church member, Rosetta Marie Gibson, who gives this
HOT TIP: Check out www.half.com for cheap books!

For more info or to recommend a book, contact the
BUCC office: 212-316-5700, ext.10 (office@bwayucc.org).

* NOTE: You can find a short review of February’s book on
the flyer on the back table in the sanctuary or in Broadway's
January newsletter, available on our website: www.BwayUCC.org.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5th (6:00-9:00 PM)

Join in our new Broadway-Advent Church tradition  —
an annual party for letting loose and having some MID-
WINTER FUN before the solemnity of the Lenten
season sets in! Known variously as Mardi Gras, Fat
Tuesday, Shrove Tuesday, and Pancake Day Our
particular festivities will also offer a chance to build a
stronger sense of community with our sister
congregation, Advent Lutheran!

ALL ARE INVITED to come and wear one (or all three!)
of the official Mardi Gras colors: Purple (justice), Green
(faith), and Gold (power)!

At the TALENT SHOW *, you'll have a chance to cheer on
the singing of Broadway's own Jeff Johnson and Tina
deVaron and the poetry of Broadway Book Club’s
leader, Rosetta Marie Gibson! You can still sign up to
“strut your stuff!” (see below), but you can also just
show up and let the “spirit move you!”

To volunteer for the Talent Show or to help out with
setting-up, serving and cleaning up, please either sign
up on the clipboard on the back table of the sanctuary
or contact the Broadway office  office@bwayucc.org OR
call: 212-316-5700, ext.10 (leave a message at any time.)

* #S  #-

Where was the first American
Mardi Gras celebration held?
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SMEAR CAMPAIGN (continued from pg. 2)

different names and e-mail addresses. But each
uses nearly identical language, makes similar claims
and even manages to make the same mistakes. For
example, each makes introductory reference to
"Trinity Church of Christ" instead of "Trinity United
Church of Christ.”

"It's clear that someone is using the internet to give
the appearance of widespread concern and, thus, to
hopefully create traction for this absurd story,”
Thomas said.

"Trinity is a destination church for many members of
the UCC, a multi-racial, multi-cultural denomination that
is largely Caucasian,” Thomas pointed out. "When in
Chicago, many UCC members flock to Trinity to share
in and learn from its vibrant ministries, dynamic
worship and justice-minded membership. Contrary to
the claims made in these hateful emails, UCC
members know Trinity to be one of the most
welcoming, hospitable and generous congregations
in our denomination."

The above is excerpted from an article by J. Bennett Guess
(from January 11, 2008). You can read the full article at:
http:/Amww.ucc.org/news/thomas-denounces-smear-1.html

UCC SYNOD SERIES

If you missed the exciting UCC General Synod
in Hartford this past summer, fear not! We're
bringing some of the best moments of Synod to
Broadway Church via the wonders of technology.

Join us after church (during supper*) on Sundays,
FEBRUARY 10 & 24 and MARCH 2 &9
for DVD screenings of the speeches given by:

Bill Moyers  (Feb.10)

Marian Wright Edelman (Feb.24)
Barack Obama  (Mar. 2)
Lynn Redgrave  (Mar. 9)

Hear their stories and listen to their challenge
about the UCC’s mission in the world. These
evenings will be hosted by Broadway member
and Union Seminary student Beth Boisvert.

( * around 6:30 pm)
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But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in yoarost holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.

— Jude 1:20

PEACE AND COMFORT FOR ALL THOSE WHO
MOURN THE LOSS OF...

The father of Todd Monroe and the brother (Godofredo)
of Pedro Pérez; we keep Pedro, Todd, and both
their families close in our hearts

The 17 members of the UCC in the Philippines who
were killed by military-sponsored death squads

Our troops killed in Iraq and all victims of war and
conflict around the world

And for ALL who mourn the loss of loved ones

PRAYERS of HOPE & HEALING for...

Annie Martin, recovering from recent foot surgery

Ben Chinelli, who was recently wounded in Iraqg, and for
all his friends and family

Beth Boisvert's grandmother, struggling with heart
problems

Caitlin and her friends and family

Charity, who is only 29 and struggling with cancer

Elijah Smith, Jeanette Johnson’s young son, who is
struggling with asthma

Elizabeth Alexander

Emily Mott’s mother and her continued recovery

The Fury Family

Gladson Kampenya (Annie Martin’s brother in Malawi)

Hailey and Howard Eimer

Ida Mottley’s continued healing

Jan Greer, suffering from a brain tumor

Joyce, Jean Balderston’s sister, and her continued
recovery from her autumn injuries

Joyce McCoy, Julie’s great-aunt, suffering from cancer

Dr. Len Brennan and his wife, Helen Cleary, as they
face Len’s ongoing memory loss

Laurie’s health and peace

Luis Jara, the father Laura, as he struggles with cancer,
and for all his family

Marcos’ continued healing

The health of Rocky’s mother, grandma, and friend, Urva

Rosetta Marie Gibson’s mother, as she continues the
long road of recovery from cancer

Samson Adera, currently in the hospital

Sarah Bishop

Sara Liebe, and all those who care for and love her

Sohaib Qureshi, Hussan’s teenage son, who continues
his slow recovery from a severe head injury

Steven Hornsby’s father, Joseph, as he continues
chemotherapy, and for all his family and friends

All who wrestle with pain, illness, and depression

HELP & STRENGTH for...

Fredda, experiencing difficulties at work

Gracie

Kelly, newly separated from her husband

Luz and her financial struggles

Patricia Dotson and success in her career

Ronald Buchanan in rehab

The Thomas Family, who are missionaries running a
school in India  an ongoing challenge

The ministry of Trinity UCC in Chicago, who face
negative publicity around the campaign of Barack
Obama, who is a member of that church

All our returning veterans as they struggle to return to
their civilian lives and deal with their memories of
the war

All who are struggling to find a safe and affordable
home.

All who face struggles at school or at their jobs

All those struggling with addiction

All who struggle against poverty or personal tragedy

The earth itself and all her inhabitants, as they grow in their
resolve to achieve a more sustainable way of life

SAFETY & PEACE for...

Kevin Smith, serving in Irag, and all who love him

Our US troops in the Mideast and around the world

The Iragi people and leaders, as well as prayers for an
end to the war in Iraq

The people of Kenya, Pakistan, and Myanmar, and prayers
that their leaders will work towards (and find!) solutions
that lead to a just and lasting peace

All suffering from war, oppression, and terrorism

PRAYERS of THANKSGIVING for...

The blessing of Laura and Jesse’s marriage

The fruitful labors, soaring spirits, and safe return of
those on Broadway Church’s Mission Trip to New
Orleans, where they worked with Habitat for
Humanity (...but we still pray for the return of one
lost and lonely suitcase!)

Fredda, Susan, Tina, Tobie, Helene, Don, DJ, Elaine,
MRHS, Broadway Church, and ALL “support angels”

Our church, the ministry of Advent Lutheran (our sister
congregation), and all churches worldwide

AND GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S LOVE, STRENGTH
AND COMFORTING PRESENCE, ALWAYS WITH US

Where there is love, there is life.
— Mahatma Gandhi
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Pictures! Just call 212-316-5700.)
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On Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 6:00 pm, the
Broadway-Advent Annual
MARDI GRAS PANCAKE SUPPER
& TALENT SHOW

will take place downstairs in the Undercroft. High
points of the evening no doubt will be the
wonderful singing of Broadway's own Jeff
Johnson and Tina deVaron and the poetry of
Broadway Book Club’s leader, Rosetta Marie
Gibson!

You can still sign up to “strut your stuff!” It helps
if you call the BUCC office (212-316-5700), but
you can also just show up and let the “spirit

) *
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2 Andrew Lew ('89) 19 Kia Widlo ('90)

(son of Harriet King) (daughtrer of Danuta)
5 Thomas Farrington 23 Carmen O’Connor
8 Connie Conklin 26 Nathalie Luciano
10 Kristen Nadeau (daughter of Lidia)
13 Rick Alston 28 Carol Alston

Coming up in early March: Mar. 3, Doe'Rain
Deanne; Mar. 7, Danielle Gibsman; Mar. 11,
Kyle Carnes; Mar. 18, Eunice de Sanchez.

Congratulations and best wishes to all!

If we missed anyone’s birthday, please inform the BUCC
office at 212-316-5700 or office@bwayucc.org

ABOVE: The REV. JOSEPH MEDLIN at the reception after his
ordination with (L-R) his mother, father, sister, and brother-in-law.

BELOW: Clergy and the congregation “lay hands on”
Joseph’s bowed head. (Photos by Marcos Martins)

"&H#H % "#H #

Broadway Church member JOSEPH F. MEDLIN, JR. was
ordained by the UCC Metro Association on Sunday, Jan. 27.
A native of Southport, North Carolina, Joseph graduated from
UNC-Wilmington and holds a Master of Divinity from Campbell
Divinity School in Buies Creek, NC. He came to New York City
in 2005 and was called in August 2006 to his current position
as Protestant Chaplain at Calvary Hospital in the Bronx.

Many of Joseph’s friends and family members from North
Carolina were able to join in the celebration with us. One of
them was the guest preacher for the day, the Rev. Jeffrey
Johnson, Minister of Education at Knightdale Baptist Church
in Knightdale, NC. One of Joseph’s longtime friends and
mentors, Jeff was the Associate Pastor at Southport Baptist
Church when Joseph served there as a Youth Minister, his
first job in the ministry.

CONGRATULATIONS & BLESSINGS, JOSEPH!
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BR O ADWAY Sun., Feb. 3,5:00 pm —  UCC President John H. Thomas preaching
UNITED CHURCH Mon., Feb. 4, 6:30 pm — Broadway Book Club (read in advance: Life of Pi)
Tue., Feb 5, 6-9 pm — Broadway-Advent Mardi Gras Pancake Supper!
OF CHRIST Wed., Feb. 6, Noon & 7:30 pm — Broadway/Advent Ash Wednesday Services
2504 Broad 93rd S Sun., Feb. 10, 6:30 pm — Synod Series: Bill Moyers Speech
roadway at 93rd St. Sun., Feb. 17,5 pm — Mission Trip Sunday (led by New Orleans trip participants)
New York, NY 10025 « o « @ i i
212-316-5700 6:00 pm — Word of Life Sharing Group
office@bwayucc.org Mon., Feb. 18 — Church Office CLOSED for Presidents’ Day
Mon., Feb. 18, 7:30 pm — Music Mondays Concert: So Percussion
PASTOR Tue., Feb. 19, 6:30 pm — Worship Committee
the Rev. James P. Campbell Thu., Feb. 21, 6:30 pm — Mission Committee
Sun., Feb. 24, 6:30 pm — Synod Series: Marian Wright Edelman’s speech
DIRECTOR of MUSIC Mon., Feb. 25, 6:30 pm — Board of Stewards Meeting
Douglas O. Drake Tue., Feb. 26, 6:15 pm — Trust Committee
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Sun., Mar. 2, 5 pm — One Great'Hour of Sharing Offering Sunday
Emily C. Whittemore “ “ " 6:30 pm - Synod Series: Barack Obama’s speech
' Mon., Mar. 3, 6:30 pm — Broadway Book Club (read in advance: Jesus Land)
MISSION PROGRAM ! “ “,6:30 pm—  Camp Jefferson Board Meeting
COORDINATOR Tue., Mar. 4, 6:30 pm —  Trust Committee
Kyle A. Carnes Wed., Mar. 5, 6:30 pm —  Mission Committee
Sun., Mar. 9, 6:30 pm —  Synod Series: Lynn Redgrave’s speech
CHILDREN'S Mon., Mar. 10, 7:30 pm — Music Mondays concert: Jupiter String Quartet
EDUg{g;:gﬁigfoHﬁzweéTOR Sun., Mar. 16, 6:00 pm — Word of Life Sharing Group
' Mon., Mar. 17, 6:30 pm — Board of Stewards Meeting

BROADWAY
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

2504 Broadway at 93rd St.
New York, New York 100z



